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the malignant hatreds of an insane and pacifist party. Mr. Asquith, indeed, though not the author of it, must bear the responsibility of having supported that campaign of class hatred which men still rightly associate with the People's Budget; he must still support the charge that he destroyed the               I
House  of Lords,   without  putting  anything  in  its               |
place.    He must still concede that he provoked the               ,
whole Irish crisis by including Ulster in his Home               |
Rule proposals, although he and every one of his               |
successors have since admitted that the attempt forcibly to include it was a mad and wicked error.               i
But it must none the less be remembered that his               ,
own services  to  the nation in a dark and terrible               <
hour were supreme and  indispensable.    He brought               •
a united nation into a necessary war at a moment when disunion must have meant disaster and ultimately the destruction of the British Empire.
Lord Haldane on his part rendered services at the   War   Office   which   I   have   more   particularly               ;',-•
recorded in the brief sketch which I have already               I
attempted of his career.                                                          f
Lord Grey's  association with, and responsibility               j
for, the  events which  preceded  the  war  were  in-               i
dividual to himself and far greater than that of any               '
individual colleague, or of the Cabinet as a whole. From 1906 onwards I think that Lord Grey was a man wholly free from illusion upon the realities of the European situation. I think that he plainly realised very early in the history of that Government that his country was confronted with one of these recurrent crises in which everything must be resolutely put to the hazard, or everything alternately        ^^-^^ must be lost. He clearly perceived the reality and
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